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orative model for smaller com-
. ‘munities in Ontariobecause of
. its successes with immigrant
. attraction and retention.
. The latest éXample is the

Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
- Food and Rural Affairs

- (OMAFRA) three-city immi-
grant attraction and retention
cdse study community project
including Noyth Bay, Brockvxlle
' and Chatham-Kent: "
* North Bay is seenas the fir-
thest advanced of the three.
‘Restilts of this project will co:
ibute to government pohc
med at enicotiragingimm

; grants to settl r'icornmumtles .

you ‘would quickly realize we

. There was very little colour e
«dent, which wasn’t very reflec:

_tive of our country. -

~I'm proud to say there

. wasn’t an ‘ah-ha’ moment when

this council made immigration

ne of the priorities. It was justa

“natural feeling that we needed

-toexpand our horizons. When

ourbusiness and reten-

' tmn ogr wérealized, there
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‘were huge gaps in our labour -

_ gration was-one way to bring
“'people here!’

' Nbr_th Bajrjis incregsing'ly -
- W heing viewed as a collab-

" given to Marla Tremblay of the

" Development. She pulled

" newcomets who are here
_ what they think,” she says.

~ber,0f 2006 to hire a
. researcherto.study-

. number of

Mayor Vlc Fedeli and North Bay and Dlstr:ct Multicultu
. Centre board chairwoman Susan Church with Marla’

Mo , Tremblay of the Mayor's Office of Economic Development
' at the official opening of the muiticultural centre in 2008,
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ract |mm|grat|on

with the successes that we've .
seen,” Tremblay says. “In the big !
picture three years is not a long
time, especially considering the
nurnber of stakeholders and ini-
tiatives involved”

Fedeli points to the establish-
ment of NNN, the multicultural

Afﬁﬁdﬁ!’

NewComers 'living in North Bay.
The year-long study by Ann
Welsh provided much needed
information about specific set-
tlement issues and needs of
NEeWCOMErs. '
Armed with the study results,
‘Tremblay arranged to have rep-

pool and we knew that immi-

Statistics Canada points out
that by 2011, only two years .
away, all net growth jn the
Canadian labour force will be

through immigration, and by’ resentatives from Citizenship -centre, the research study and
2026 all growth in population and Immigration Canada visit immigration and retention
will be through immigration. North Bay to explain how settle-  strategy, opening of a mosque

in the city, funding to create a
North Bay Immigration Portal,
pan Nerthern Ontario immi-
grant attraction efforts, and
North Bay recently being
named as one of three cities in

" the demonstration project, and
says “we're absolutely thrilled
with the progress to date.”

He sees immigration continu-
ing as a priority after he decides
to step down. “We've got alot of
sweat equity into our immigra-

ment agencies are funded. NNN
members agreed that Young
People’s Press, with its history of
local and national-anti-racism
projects, was the best suited
local nonprofit agency to apply
for settlement funding in a spe-
. cial call for proposals. It did,

" and the North Bay and District
Multicultural Centre officially

opened in February 2008.

The immigration file was

Mayor’s Office of Economic

together a few volunteers and

formed the North Bay New- :

comer Network (NN '
“We quicklyTealized that

¢'we developed an immi-"

gration attraction and retention

‘strategy we should ask the

“I'm very sat-

. - An 1mm1grat10n Sympo- - isfied tion strategy and it would be a
" §ivm was heéld in April 2006 huge step backward to let it fall
" at Canadore College and s from being a priority,” he
more than 80 people ays. '
attended, They identified “As the first Italian
an immigrant settfement ayor, I can say that I'm
agencyas the strongest: - : roud to represent my
need in the commu- - “ommunity; a group of
nity, for both attrac-. - rmmigrants who came here
- tion-and retention. - -: build the roads and the
FedNor provided - ; lways and stayed to build a
funding in Decem- e together. I welcome immi-

ants from every corner of the
orld to come to North Bay and

the needsand iscover a life of happiness and
experiences of fulfilment.” .
’ 3;?t2§::mem Don Curry Is executive director
NNN abetter - & - of the North Bay and District
X Lo Multicultural Centre.
understanding :
of the true On the web at www.nbdme.ca



